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[bookmark: _heading=h.ngxgfqneveiq]University membership in IRIS data consortium provides access to dataset on the value of sponsored research
DATE – UNIVERSITY has joined the Institute for Research on Innovation and Science (IRIS), a consortium of America’s leading higher educational institutions focused on providing data to demonstrate the public value of sponsored scientific research.
IRIS membership means that all researchers on campus will have no-cost access to the IRIS UMETRICS dataset, a rich and detailed dataset on the impact of funded research. IRIS data are useful for analyzing the social and economic effects of research investments, the scientific production function, the career outcomes and earnings of doctoral students and trainees, questions pertaining to the science and engineering workforce and the STEM pipeline, among many other possible topics.
 Through its membership, the university will also receive regular reports that highlight the local, state, and national effects of its research spending. 
INSERT QUOTE FROM UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVE
“One of the main benefits of membership in IRIS is that researchers on member campuses have free access to the IRIS dataset that has proven useful in the publications of numerous books and peer-reviewed articles in the fields of sociology, economics, complex systems, and others,” said IRIS Executive Director Jason Owen-Smith, a professor of sociology at the University of Michigan. 
IRIS member universities represent 103 campuses across the country. IRIS members submit data on purchasing, human resources, and grant administration, which form the basis for the IRIS UMETRICS dataset. 
The 2024 release of the IRIS UMETRICS dataset includes transaction-level information on more than 580,000 sponsored projects that represent more than $192 billion of direct cost expenditures and employ more than 821,000 people at nearly 100 member campuses nationwide. These data are linked to information on scientific outcomes at multiple levels of analysis. Linkages to federal employment and earnings data are available through the Federal Statistical Research Data Center (FSRDC) system administered by the U.S. Census Bureau. Data are deidentified before being made available for researcher access via the IRIS virtual data enclave. Researchers interested in applying for dataset access can find more information on IRIS’s Data Access page. 
IRIS was founded in 2015 with initial funding from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Ongoing support comes from member contributions and federal and non-federal sponsored projects. IRIS was created to sustainably expand the Universities Measuring the EffecTs of Research on Innovation, Competitiveness and Science (UMETRICS) initiative developed in collaboration with the Committee on Institutional Cooperation. IRIS is housed at the University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research, the world’s largest academic social science survey and research organization. IRIS is a consortium of research universities organized around an IRB-approved data repository.

For more information, visit iris.isr.umich.edu or contact IRIS-info@umich.edu.
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